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CONGRESS LANDS.

Congress lands are so called because they were sold to pur-
chasers by the immediate agents of the goverament, conformably
to laws enacted by Congress. They are all regularly surveved
into townships of six miles square each, under the anthorii ¥ and
at the expense of the national government. fn the eastern half of
the State, that is, cast of the Scioto River, and on a meridian line
ddrawn three miles within the castern limits of Marion and Craw-

ford Counties, the ranges are counted from east to west, anel the -

nwmnbers of the townships from south to north, heginnhig on the
©hio as a base. But, in the west half of the State, the ranges
begim on the State line of Indiana, and are counted eéastwardiyv
until they reach the other ranges, which are numbered w
wardly, as above mentioned, excepting between the two Miarm
Rivers, where the ranges run irom south to north, and the num-
bers of the townships from west to. east, that is, from the Girent
Mianit as a base. JIn the prrchase made in 1818, north of the
Gireenville treaty fine, however, a “hase Hne” is made in about the
middle of the tract, on the parallel of the g1st degree north fan
tude, from which the townships are numbered both porth and
sontthi.
UNITED STATES MILITARY LANDS.

Sa called from the circumstanees of their baving been apprer
priated by an Act of Congress, of the 1st of June, 1790, to satisiy
certain claims of the officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary
‘War. This tract of country embracing these lands is bownsied an
follows: Beginning at the northwest coriier of the original seven
ranges, thence south fifty miles, thence west to the Scioto River,
thence up said river o the Greenville treaty line, thence nortly-
casterly with said fine, to old Fort Lawrence on the Tuscarawas
River, thence due east to the place of beginning, including a1 tract
of about 4,000 square miles, or 2,500,000 acres-of land. . It is, of
course, bounded north by the Greenville treaty line, cast by the
seven ranges of townships, south by the Congress and Refugee

“lands. and west by the Scioto River.

These lfands are surveyed into townships five miles square.
The 1ownships were then agair originally sury A
townships, of two and a halt miles square, contatning 4,000 ac

- cach.. Subsequently, some of these quarter townships were sub-
divided into forty lots of 100 acres each, for the accommodation of -

~those soldiers wheoheld warrants for 1ooacres only. And,again. after
the time origimally assigned for the location of these warrants had
expired, certain quarter townships, which had not been ocated,
were divided into sections of one mi's square each; arid sold by the
general government like the main body of Congress lands.
WESTERN RESERVE,

This Tand, as beiore stated, was originally granted to Con-
necticut, by Charles 11, in 1662, This territory is situated in the
-northeast portion of the State, between Lake Erie o the north,
Penusylvania on the east, the parallel of the 4ist degree of tati-
fuce on the south, and Sandusky and Seneca Counties on the
Ly ™ extends 120 miles from east to west, and will average
about fifty miles north and south, though on the ennsil-
vamia line it is sixty-eight miles from norch to south. The ares is
about 3,360,900 acres. It is surveved into townships of five miles
square.

After the United States becanmie ‘a nation, the interfering
claims of the different states in regard to the eriginal grants made
by the kings of England, as before stated, were hikely to become a
source: of trouble that might terminate in disastrous resifes.
When Congress undertook to obtain the title from the states of
their rights to these territories, it was with difficulty that the
consent of Connecticut to the cession of her rights could be ob-
tained. A compromise was finally effected, by which Connecticus
retained her right to the soil of these 3,366,900 acres, while Con-
gress obtained the right to the jurisdiction over it. They then
uaited this tract to the territory that now forms the State of
Ohio.

‘ FIRE LANDS.

This is a tract 781 square miles, or 500,000 acres, in the west-
efn part of the Reserve: - The mame originated from the circun-
stances of the State of Connecticut having granted these lands, in
1702, as’a donation to.certain sufferers by fire, oecasioned by the
burning of the property of her citizens by the English during
the Revolutionary War, particularly at New London, Fairfield

d* Norwalk. .. These lands include ‘the five western-most Tanges
*¥e Western Reserve townships. Lake Erie and Sandusky
.y project so far south as to leave but the space of six tiers and

ed into quarter

. tion of his having, during the Revolutionary War,

Descriptidn of the Different Land ,Gi'ants» of the State of Ohio.

THE DONATION TRACT

Is a body of 100,000 acres set off in the northern limit of the Ohin
Company's tract, and granted to them by Congress, provided they
should obtaim one actual settler upon cach too acres. thereot, with-
in five years from the date-of the grant, and that so nmuch of the
100,000 acres aforesaid, as should ot he taken up. shall revert 1o
the general government. . '
SYMMES' PURCHASE.

Fhis was a tract of 311,082 acres of Jand in the som
quarter of the State, between the Great and Little Miami Rivers,
it horders on the Uhio River a distance of twenty-seven miles, and
extends so far back from the latter, betweern the two Mianns, as to
include the guantity of land just mentioned. It was patented to

_Jobn Cleves Symmes, in 1704, for SIXty-seven cents per acre.

Livery section 6, or mile square, in each township, was reserved
by Congress tor the use of schonls ; and seetion 2y for the suppont
ol religious institutions, hesides fifteen acres arounc Fort \s ash-
ington in Cineinmati,  1his tract of country is now ote of the
most valuable in the State. -

REFUGEE TRAUT.

This is a body of 100,000 acres of land, granted by Congress,
February 18, 1807, to certain individuals who left the British prov-
inces during the Revolutionary War and espoused the cause of
freedon: It is a marrow strip of country, four and a half miles
broad from north to south, and extending eastward from the
Scioto River forty-eight miles, at Columbus, into Muskingum
County. It includes portions of the Counties of Frauklin, Fair.

fild, Perry, Licking and Muskingum,

FRENCH GRANT. )

This is a-tract of 24,000 acres of land bordering on the OUlito
River, in the southeastern portion ef Scioto County. It was
granted by Congress, in March, 1705, to a nuttber of French
families, who lost their lands at Gallipolis by invalid titles. It ex-

< tends fromy a point on the Ohio River, one and. one-half miles

above, but opposite the mouth of Little Sandy Creek, in Kentacky,
and extending eight miles in a direct line down the river, and
frot the two extremities of that line, extending back at right
angles sufficiently far to include the quantity of land required,
which exceeded four and a half miles back.

 Twelve hundred acres additional wer¢ afterwards granted,
adjoining the abové-mentioned tract, at its lower end, toward the
mouth of Little Scioto River. Although the land is question was
originally granted exclusively to Frenchnien, not more than eight
or ten French families permanently settled on it, the other portion
of the population being composed of emigrants from Vermont,
New Hampshire and other states, This tract is composed of the
Township of Greene, in Scioto County.

DOHRMAN'S GRANT.

This is a six-mile square township of land, containing 23.040
acres, situated in the southeast portion of Tuscarawas County. i
was given to Arnold Henry Dohrman, a Portuguese merchant of
Lisbon, by Act of Congress of February 27, 1801. “In considera-
iven shelter
and aid to the American cruisers aml vessels of war.

MORAVIAN LANDS.

These are three tracts of 4,000 dcres each, originally granted
by the old Continental Congress, in July, 1787, and confirmed by

. the Act of Congress, of June 1, 1796, to the Moravian brethren, ar

Bethiehen, in Pennsylvauia, in trust and for the use of the Christ-
ranized [ndians living thereon.  They are laid out in nearly square
forms on the Muskingum River, in what is now Tuscarawas
County.. Thev are called by the names of Scheoenorun, Gnaden-
hutten and Salem tracts.  The Indians have long since left them.

ZAXE'S TRACTS.

These are three tracts of one mile square each—one on the
Muskingum River, which includes the city of Zanesville—one at
the crossing of the Hocking River, on which the town of
Lancaster is laid out—and the third on the left bank of the
Scioto River, opposite Chillicothe. They were granted by Con-
gress, in May. 1796, to Ebenezer Zane, on condition that he should
open a road through them from Wheeling, Virginia, to Maysville,

Kentucky.
THE MAUMEE ROAD LANDS.

sections in width on each side of said canal™ (the Miami Canal)y,
s0 fat as it passes through the public lands, north of the old Green-
ville treaty line, and this is estimated at o6 miles, thereby making
the quantity of land thus granted 340,000 acres—or 840,000 acres
in all, provided that all troops and property of the United States
transported thereon shall pass free of *1), as in the case of the be-
fore-mentioned turnpike lands.

SCHOOL LANDS.

By compact between the United States and the State of Ohio,
swhen the latter was admitted, it wa stipulated, for and in consid-
cration that the State should never tax the Comgress lands, wntil
after they had been sold five years, and in omsideration that the
public lands would thereby more readily sell, that the one thirty-
wixth part of all the territory ncluded within the Limits of the
Mtate should be set apart for the suppart ol conmmon schools there-
. And for the purpose of gettmg at lands which should, in
print of quality of sofl, be on an average with tie whole of the land
i the country, they decreed that it sheuld be seleered by lot, in
small tracts; that, to effect this fairly, it should consist of seetion
nuraber 16, Jet that section be good or bad, in every township of
Congress' land, and also in the Ohio Company’s land, and in

Symmes” purchases, all of which townships are composed of
thirty-six séctions cach, and, for the United States Mititary Lands

and Western Reserve, a number of quarter townships, two and a
kalf miles square, each (being the smiallest survey then made ),
should be selected by the Secretary of the 7 asury, m different
places throughout the United States M ilitary Fract, equivalent in
quality to the one thirty-sixth par. of those two tracts, respecively.
And for whe Virginia Military Traet, Congress enacted that a
quantity of land equal to the one thirty-sixth part uf the estimated
quantity of land coutained therein should be selected by lot,
in what is called the “New Purchase,” now comprising YWayne,
Richland and part of Holmes and Marion Usuntles, in quarter
township tracts of three miles square each. Most of these selec-
tions were accordingly made, but, in some instanges by the care-
lussness of the officers conducting the sales, or from some other
cause, a few sections 16 had been sold. which case Congress,
when applied 1o, generally granted other lauds in liew thereof, as,
for instance. no section 16 was reserved in Montgomery Town-
ship in which Columbus is situated, and Congress aiterwards
granted therefor section 21, in the rownship ornering thereon to
the southeast. Furthermore, as the Virginia Military Tract was
found 1w be mueh larger than was at first supposed, there was not
really school Jands enough set off for this district. 1t lacked two
guarter townships, or eighteen sections.

All these lands were vested in the legislature, in trust for the
people, for school purposes.

COLLEGE FoyW NSHIPS.

These lands are embraced in three townships, six miles square
tach granted by Congress—two of them to the Uhio Company, for
the use of a college 1o be established within their purchase, and
one for the use of the inhabitants of Symimes’ purchase.

The two in the Ohio Company’s purchase are situated near
the center of Athens County, and constiture 4 considerable part of
the permanent funds of the Ohio University ar Athens. That one
belonying to Symmes' purchase, composes the northwestern town-
ship in Butler County. Its income is appropriated to the Miami
University, which is erected thereon.: This University was char-
tered in 1809, and located in the wwn of Oxiord, which is situated
in the foregoing township of land, granted by Congress for its.
support,

These lands were really no donation, hut were a part of the
considerations. inducing the (hio Company and J. C. Symmes to

_make tiwir purchases,

MINISTERIAL LANDS.
In both the Ohio Company’

s and Symmies’ purchase every

: / section 2g—equal to one thirty-sixth part of every township-—was

reserved as a permanent fund for the support of a settled minister.
As the purchasers of these two tracts came from parts of the

+ Union where it was customary, and deemed necessary, to have a

regular settled clergyman in every town, they, therefore, stipu-
lated in their original purchase that permanent fund, in land,
should thits be set apart for this purpose. In no other part of the
State than in these two purchases are any land set apart for this
purpose.

é.k T oy ; } ome fractions of townships between them and the 41st parallel. SALT SECTIONS.
S HAMILTOR o oD : T or a tract of about thirty by twenty-seven miles in extent. This ) These are a body of lands, averaging two miles wide, Iyin : . X .
NEREE {.Q . A 3 / ';’V‘izy 5 ract is surveyed into townships of about five miles square each. along one mile on each side of the rofd fg;om the Maumee Ki (E o Z\,::gr the Cem}f’r of Y}ac‘kso? %0unt,v Longress originally re-
& w@ﬁ 2 [ I ste. . wnd these townships are divided into four quarters, at Perryshurg, to the western limits of the Western Reserve, a dis- served from sale thirty-six sectious, or one s {lc square town-
s [ : ; ‘OHIO COMPANY'S LAND. tancdof about forty-six miles, and comprising nearly 06,000 acres. Ship arownd and scluding what is catled the Scioto e Licks,
. ; 5 & Phis i ; containing 2 . They Wwere originaily ted by the Indian owners, at the treaty Dop one-quarter of a five-mile square township in what is now
& SN G o4 This is a body of land containing about 1,500,000 acres, - Jiy were onginally grau )1 i dian ¢ @ s Delaware County, in all forty-twa and a quarter sections, or
o i t—- cluding, however, the donation tract, school lands, etc, lying i Brownsville, in 1808, to_enable the United States w make a 27,040 acres. By an act of Congress, of the 28th of Dec e
& o5 | s long the Ohio River, and including Meigs, nearly all of Athens, road gn the line just mentioned. The general government never ;' o ;7 K . i (g s Lh’h‘) o e KT,
: 3 and a considerable Pa;l of Washing?én and Gallia Countics. This -movedf in the business until February, 1823, when Cotigress passed 1824, the legislature of Ohio was authorized to sell these lands
. A ° - - S w3 ki e af id Lancl he St T Ohio ~ amst apply the proceeds thereof o such literary purposes as the
! d . tract was purchased by the governnient, October 27, ¥787, by an Ach making prer the atoresaid lands to the State at 0, pro legistature may think proper, but o no other purpose ‘hatev
H sc I P 3 Manasseh Cutler and Winthrop Sargeant, from the neighborhood vided she would, within four years thereafter, make and Keep i egistature may < proper, ¢t purpose whatever.
. 3 A he “Ohic (o e repair,A good road throughout the aforesaid route of sixty-four .
| Portsmeuti T > Salem, Massachusetts, as agents for the -()ler (,A()m‘pan}, s epair,d : o g Soverinent ooened il VIRGINLA MILITARY LANDS,
niles,” This road the State government of t out. obtained th
. called, which had been formed in’ Massachusetts for. the purpose mites.” Lhis road the State go bt ope ut. obtained the
. i of a settlement in the Ohio conntry. Only 964.285 acres were ul- fand and sold it This is one of the largest and most important réservations of

timately paid for, and, of course, patented. This body of land THE TURNPIKE LANDS,
“was then apportioned out in 817 shares of 1,173 acres each, and a These are forty-nine sections, amotnting to 31,360 zcres,
. town lot of one-third of an acre to each share. These shares were ituated along the western side of the Columbus and “Sandusky
N, -made up to each proprictor, i tracts, one of 640 acres, one of 2hz. /’}i‘ urnpike, in the eastern part of Seneca, Crawford and Marion
- one of 160, one of 100, one of eight, one of three acres, besides-the Counties.. They were originally granted by an Act of Congress,
before-mentioned town lot. o . on the 3d of March, 1827, and more especially by a supplementary entirely, and portions of Marion, Delaware, Franklin, Pickaway,
Unfortunately for the (Jhio Company, owing to their war: of Act the next year.  Fhe considerations, for whichi these lands were Ross, Pike, Sciots, Warren, Greene, Clark, thampaign, Logan
topographical knowledge of the country, the body of land selected granted, were that the mail stages, and all troops and property of and Hardin. It embraces a hody of D570 square miles, or 4,204,

by them, with some partial exceptions, is the most hilly and sierile the United States, which shoald ever be moved and transferred Boo acres of land.

. of any tract of Iand of similar extent in the State. along this road, should pass free of toll. Virginia had, during the progress of the Revolutionary War,
A great portion of its first settlers were revolitionary officers Km\ ' e . promised her cfficers and soldiers serving in the Continental line,
and soldiers, with their families. They made their first settlement OHIO CANAL LAXNDS. large bouuties fn land: When she ceded her territory northwest of
on the Ohio River, at the mouth of the Muskingum, where they Congress, by an Act passed on the 24th of May, 1838, granted the Ohio to the generalgovermment, she reserved enoughof theland
founded the town of Marietta, which was the first important sef- 10 the State of Chio 500,000 dcres of land to aid the State in con- 1o fulfill her engagements with her troops who had served in the
tlement in the State. pleting her canals, and also a quantity “equal to one-half of five Continentat Army. Hence the name "Yirginia Military Lands.”

lamis made by the states which ceded territory o the general gov-
ernment.

This tract of Tand is situated between the Lirle Siamni and
Scioto Rivers. It embraces within its 'i..aits Adams, Brown, Cler-
mont, Clinton. Fayette, Flighland. Madison and Umon Counries




